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Gwen Diehn : Journal Your Way: Designing Using Handmade Books  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Journal Your Way: Designing Using Handmade Books: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. This is simply a great book. There are lists of questions to isolate 
...By Stacey RickertThis is simply a great book. There are lists of questions to isolate what a person actually 
wants/needs/expects from a particular journal, beautiful photographs of both process and result, nine walk-thrus of 
wildly different journals, and clear instructions for creating them. As a result, I was able to (finally!) build a journal 
that satisfies my laundry-list of must-haves.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This book is unique in 
offering a flow chart questionnaire ...By CloudThis book is unique in offering a flow chart questionnaire to the reader 
to help decide on a style of journal to suit particular needs. The book styles are original and tailor made to the user. My 
only difficulty with this book was the clarity of the instructions. There are no photographs of the various steps in the 
book making process, only line drawings that I found confusing.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy emom88good for beginner

Custom tailor a journal that's just right for you! With step-by-step illustrations and instructions for more than sixteen 
formats and 10 cover styles, Gwen Diehn celebrates the art of making and using a personalized journal. Inspiring 
images showcase a rich variety of working journals, fascinating sidebars introduce longtime journal keepers, and nine 
lucky recipients of customized, handcrafted journals from the author share their own pages. Two additional insert 
booklets, Bookbinding Essentials and Choose Your Own Bookbinding Adventure, explain basic techniques and guide 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=145470411X


you on your journaling adventure. Whether you're an artist in need of a sketchbook or a vacationer searching for the 
perfect place to write notes and store snapshots, you'll find it right here!

From Booklist*Starred * Despite the proliferation and popularity of e-books, its good to know that handmade 
booksjournals that support a passion or avocation or collection of insightsare still in vogue. What three-time author 
Diehn (previous works are The Decorated Page, 2002; The Decorated Journal, 2006) has accomplished is that oh-so-
important reader inspiration, which will lead to the I can do this conviction. She teaches us how, instead of buying 
ready-fashioned blank books, to create the one most suited to our needs through both a series of questions (e.g., Need a 
place to carry writing and drawing equipment? Should the binding be able to accommodate extra pages or other flat 
elements?) and eight different personal journals, each revealing different goals and uses. Especially savvy is the actual 
design of her how-to, colored and illustrated professionally to resemble a journal. Even the instructions for 10 covers, 
16 books, and other techniques are lovingly explained in a combination of line drawings, words, and color examples. 
Everything included inside is ready to take anyone on a personal journaling expedition. A seven-page gallery of actual 
hand-made books adds interest. --Barbara JacobsAbout the AuthorGwen Diehn has exhibited her artwork 
internationally and worked in many private and public collections, including the National Museum of Women in the 
Arts in Washington. She has taught college art as well as workshops for many years and is the author of several other 
Lark books, including The Decorated Page, The Decorated Journal, and The Complete Decorated Journal. Her Live 
Learn: Real Life Journals (Lark) was listed as one of the top ten crafts books of 2010 by Booklist.Gwen lives in 
Swanannoa, NC. 


