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Raphaele Vidaling : How to Amaze Y our Son: Crafts, Recipesand Other Creative Experiencesto Teach Him to
Seethe Extraordinary in the Ordinary before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised How to Amaze Y our Son: Crafts, Recipes and Other Creative Experiences to Teach Him to See
the Extraordinary in the Ordinary:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fun Craft Book for Boys AND GirlsBy KttyKat16With both a son
and a daughter in the house, | thought it very fitting to have the opportunity to review both How to Amaze Y our Son
and How to Amaze Y our Daughter. Both books are chock full of fun activities to do with your kids, and while the
books specify "how to amaze your son/daughter”, | found that many of the activities in both books were fairly gender
neutral and would work for both boys and girls. That said, there were some obvious differences where | can see the
author trying to categorize the books specifically for boys or girls.There is only one completely repeated activity from


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1770856021

the How To girls version in this book, and the activities. The single activity that is exactly the same with the same
photo art and instructionsis the final activity in the book - The Phases of the Moon made from sandwich cookies.
Thereis some overlap in activities, such as the Art of Kokedama, the tee pee, the house under the table, and the ice
wreath/archaeol ogists' ice floe, but | can safely say that most of the activities are completely different. |'ve included
the table of contents below if you're interested in seeing what exactly isin the book.One big difference between the
boys and girls version of this book is that the girls version features alot of doll activities while the boys features
activities that involvefire. | don't recall any fire activities in the girl's book, and there certainly were no mentions of
dollsin the boys book. Thiswas alittle off putting, but | think the author was trying to aim for the majority here -
many girls do like dolls and many boys likefire | guess. That was probably my only gripe with these books - but that
said, there are alot of activities in the boys book which some would categorize as "girl activities' such as sewing
(shark pencil case) and baking (all the many cakes), and there were many activitiesin the girls book that would some
would categorize as "boy activities' such as playing with rubber eggs or performing magic tricks (water upside down
trick). | let my kids know that the title of the book meant nothing - it probably would have done the author good to
simply name the books "How to Amaze Y our Kids, book 1 and 2".The Sons book had one activity that | felt should
have been removed from the list - the Drum Set made from small tin cans. Activity has one part where you're to make
cymbals from the cut lids of tin cans. Now | don't know about you, but | cut myself on atin an edge before and it hurts
like crazy. If your kid tries to make, or is playing with this drum set, chances are they'll get hurt. The activitiesin the
book were overall very good - the difficulty level ranged from very simple to "you will probably be making most of
the project”. Wetried out afew and both kids really enjoyed the projects. The book isfull of beautiful photographs
and simple, but accurate, instructions. Many of the items to complete the projects you can find in your house and don't
require specia purchases. Thisis actually quite a nice book to add to the craft shelf. The kids are already asking when
we can do another project from here! Table of Contents3D HAND that's easy to drawLITTLE MEN made from
sprouted potatoesA STAR BOX made from a cola bottleTURNING A WALK INTO ART simple and
freeRETOUCHED PHOTOS or what if we drew on my little brother?”THE ART OF KOKEDAMA hanging Japanese
gardensAN ALPHABETICAL SHELF made from yogurt containersBALLS OF ICE lit from the
inssldeDECORATIONS AND OTHER LITTLE PRECIOUS THINGSA SMALL MY STERIOUS DOOR that hides
and electrical outletA FLYING FISH made from a sprouted onionA BOOK WITH A SECRET HIDING PLACE that
dates back to atime of real treasuresA PEANUT TROPHY for vegetarian huntersA FRUIT CRATE TREE HOUSE
perched in astalk of broccoliA SHARK PENCIL CASE with metal teethMINIATURE CHAIRS made from
champagne corksA DRUM KIT made from small tin cansA DREAM CATCHER personalizedTWO KINDS OF
SURPRISE BOXES the disguised cans/a box of chocolates with no chocolateA GHOST made from starched
fabricFOR PLAYINGA MUMMY contortionistA TREE HOUSE made of cardboardMUL TICOL ORED
MADELEINES made from wax crayonsA TEEPEE made from an old sheetAN ICE WREATH from prehistoric
timesA BALLOON ROCKET with a secret messageA HOUSE UNDER THE TABLE made with paper tableclothsA
TINY HOUSE made from a grapefruitTHE GAME OF MOLKKY across between bowling and bocceA CATAPULT
made from popsicle sticksA JUNGLE CAVE made with rock paperEXPERIMENTS AND MAGIC TRICKSA
LITTLE CHEMISTS CRATERS an experiment with baking sodaAN ICEBERG made of microwaved soapA
MAGICAL MERRY GO ROUND of matches that rise by themselvesFIRE THAT DRINKS WATER or an
experiment that reveals submerged treasureFAKE SNOW made from shaving cream and corn starchBETTER THAN
CANDLES for a birthday cakeAN EXPERIMENT WHERE A CABBAGE LEAF changes colorSEPARATING
YOLK FROM THE WHITE with the help of abottleCANDLE MADE FROM A CLEMENTINE with no wick or
wax - and it smellsgreatAND YOU CAN EAT IT!PLAYMOBIL ICE POPS that can stand upHONEY PANCAKES
shaped like beesCHOCOLATE CROISSANTS rolled in five minutesCOCKTAIL DECORATIONS made of apples
for the kids' happy hourA BALL FOREST with surprisesinsideA LANDSCAPE CRACKER that you're allowed to
break CHEESE L OL L I1POPS guaranteed to be sugar freeA MOBILE MADE OF CHEESE DOILIES to eat with no
handsBABYBEL FAMILY or sculptures you can eatSPAGHETTI HOT DOGS afood experimentA FORTIFIED
CASTLE CAKE made amost entirely of chocolateA MOON CAKE with lychee cratersA CAMPFIRE CAKE with
marshmallow embersCAGES MADE OF SPUN SUGAR to decorate a cakeA MOUNTAIN CAKE and its
climbersTHE PHASES OF THE MOON made from sandwich cookiesO of 0 people found the following review
helpful. Imaginative, fun projects; lots of photos- many projects can be used to compliment unit studiesBy Bugsl think
thisis agreat book, with plenty of various craft projects that should spark creativity and enjoyment in ‘making." It's full
of full color photographs, every pageis colorful with great design and nice photographs of the projects and
materials.My husband had picked it up and was flipping through it, and even HE liked it and found a project he
wanted to do. (It was the cute spray starch ghosts.)Some of the experiments can lead towards a bit of science
instruction, such as using dyed water to change a plant leaf's color. We really liked Oreo moon phases. Others are
more artistic, and just for fun.What might frustrate some about this book is that the projects are for very different skill
levels, so that any particular child might only find avery few projects that they might enjoy and are capable of. Some
of the projects are quite easy, and others will require alot of adult supervision and 'help.’ It seems like a good book to



me to 'revisit' year after year as skills and dexterity grow in achild. Some of these projects will appeal to girlsaswell.l
think alot of these projects would be very complimentary to unit studies for homeschoolers.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Great book illustrated throughout with glossy photographyBy FrogsongThisis a great book.
It has many fun things you can do with your kids. The book isfull of photos on very nice paper. It has many fun ideas
for learning and having fun with your child. Learn how to make a catapult out of popsicle sticks, a tree house made of
cardboard, a scary ghost from fabric and starch, a secret hiding place out of abook and more. This book is heavily
illustrated with nice photos on ailmost every page. There are alot of fun thingsto do in this book that will keep your
child busy on arainy and dreary day when they aren't able to go outside and play. There's even arecipe in the book for
making chocolate croissants. I'm very happy with this book and | am glad that | got it.

How To Amaze Y our Son has more than 50 truly creative and inspiring projects that will elicit "wow" and "cool” from
the most skeptical of boys. There are crafts, science experiments, creative experiences, and easy magic tricks. Eachis
cheap and easy. All the amazements use items found in the home. Here are some examples. Things To Do Together:
Sprouted Potato People; Make Fake Snow; Treasures Nature Walk; Show Him How to Inflate Snow in the Microwave
Treasures: Sprouting Onion Flying Fish; Secret Stash Treasure Book; Broccoli Treehouse; Tin Can Drum Set; Candy-
Launching Catapult To Play: Grapefruit Dwarves House; Ice Ring Dinosaur Dig; Under-the-Table House; Jungle
Rock Cave; Secret Message Rocket Experiments and Magic: Small Craters Chemist; Magic Campfire; Shaving Cream
Fake Snow; Separating Eggs Using a Bottle Projects To Eat!: Playmobil Popsicles; Honeybee Pancakes; Babybel
Family; Mountain Cake With Rock Climbers; Castle Cake. How To Amaze Y our Son is apractical and inspiring
resource for all parents, teachers and caregivers.

This would make a nice Mother or Father's Day gift for parents of boys, but it isalso just a great resource for parents,
teachers and all persons who care for young children... 5 out of 5. (Katrina Y urenka Y outh Services Book 2016-07-
12)What a fantastic book... There are some duplicates between the girls and boys book, but enough differences you'll
want both. (Lisa Day Inside Toronto 2015-10-28)Vidaling's playful books focus on exploring creativity with children
through commonplace items, such as found natural objects, food, cardboard, and upcycled materials. Both volumes (
ed with How To Amaze Y our Daughter) include a number of activities, crafts, and simple experiments perfect for a
rainy afternoon or a parent-child playdate. Adults may remember some of these projects from grade school... The
directions are ssmple enough for older children to follow on their own, and parents won't be frustrated with the projects
or the results (but some may get alittle messy). Though the two books are divided by gender, and each contains
projects that are stereotypically geared toward boys or girls, most of the projects are gender-neutral or easy to adapt to
suit any child'sinterests... Parent-child craft books are popular, and the projectsin these books are appropriate for a
wide range of age levels, from preschoolers to tweens. Parents and caregivers will enjoy exploring their children's
creative side with these projects. (Library Journal 2015-11-01)About the Author Raphaele Vidaling has published two
novels and many illustrated books. She is the author of How to Amaze Y our Toddler. Excerpt. Reprinted by
permission. All rights reserved.Introduction "All children are artists. The problem is how to remain an artist once he
grows up." This sentence is Picasso's. But what is an artist? Someone who looks at the world with a curious eye, gifted
with a creativity that transforms raw material into poetry? Y es, children have thistalent, this perpetual wonder that
makes them enthusiastic for new experiences, capable of investing themselves in alittle project with as much
enthusiasm and seriousness as they would if their life depended on it: making soap bubbles or paper airplanes, tying a
remote-control motor to a stuffed animal on wheels, or making a skirt of flowersto put around alittle doll. Playing is
about inventing, testing, letting your imagination and concrete experiences rub up against one another. And, in the end,
it's about growing as well. Only while growing up, we sometimes lose our open mind. We throw out bottle caps
without seeing the possibility of them being wheels. we no longer pick up feathers on the sidewalk. Sometimes, even,
we forget to sculpt volcanoes in our mashed potatoes! That is, we forget unless we have the chance to have children of
our own, who remind us not to neglect the most important things. play, fantasy and making wonderful things for the
sake of making something wonderful! Thisbook is a helping hand for parents who haven't lost their inner child, for
those who, between the "brush your teeth" and "don't forget to say thank you" will add the essential insight: "Never
forget to see the extraordinary in the ordinary!"



