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Philip Pullman : HisDark Materials: The Golden Compass/ The Subtle Knife/ The Amber Spyglass before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised His Dark Materials: The
Golden Compass/ The Subtle Knife / The Amber Spyglass:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. slow at parts, but worth itBy The Mental DrifterThe storytelling


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0307957837

slowed down to such a pace that, at times, | would lose interest. This mainly happened in the first book, but also a bit
in the second and third. But the pay off for pushing through was a good story. It felt lived in, experienced. | felt like |
was sitting down with an Elder listening to a secret story from their life. That requires a good storyteller to accomplish.
The only reason | have given it 4 instead of 5 starsisthe dlower parts where | had to carry myself through the story
instead of the story carrying my along.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Fitting ConclusionBy RKNot
as good as the second book but still decent. The beginning leading up to the big showdown upon finding Lyrawas
exciting. | also liked the description of the various beings from different worlds. The middie was a bit slow and there
were some elements of how characters were saved or won their battles were too convenient. The end was also not as
exciting as I'd hoped but still overall | enjoyed the book. I'd give it a 3.50 of 0 people found the following review
helpful. Beautiful Book!By Diana DI love this series and am so happy to have a single book containing all three
stories! The dust jacket is made of pretty thick paper with a beautiful design. Underneath, the book is bound in arich,
red textile. | would like to mention that the font is very small and the pages are thin, I'm sure to keep the at book a
portable size. Definitely would recommend.

The only hardcover omnibus of the best-selling and award-winning fantasy trilogy, in a Contemporary Classics
edition. Philip Pullman's trilogy is a masterpiece that transcends genre and appeal s to readers of all ages. His heroine,
Lyra, isan orphan living in a parallel universe in which science, theology, and magic are entwined. The epic story that
takes us through the three novelsis not only a spellbinding adventure featuring armored polar bears, magical devices,
witches, and daemons, it is also an audacious and profound reimagining of Milton's Paradise Lost that has already
inspired a number of serious books of literary criticism. Like J. R. R. Tolkien and C. S. Lewis before him, Pullman has
invented arichly detailed and marvelously imagined world, complex and thought-provoking enough to enthrall adults
as well as younger readers. An utterly entrancing blend of metaphysical speculation and bravura storytelling, His Dark
Materials is amonumental and enduring achievement.

About the AuthorPHILIP PULLMAN is one of the most acclaimed writers working today. He is best known for the
His Dark Materials trilogy (The Golden Compass, The Subtle Knife, The Amber Spyglass), which has been named one
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(The Subtle KnifeandThe Amber Spyglass); and the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award, in honor of his body of work.
In 2004, he was appointed a Commander of the Order of the British Empire.lt has recently been announced thatThe
Book of Dust, the much anticipated new book from Mr. Pullman, also set in the world of His Dark Materias, will be
published as a major work in three parts, with the first part to arrive in October 2017. Philip Pullman is the author of
many other much-lauded novels. Other volumes related to His Dark Materials.Lyras Oxford, Once Upon a Timein the
North, andThe Collectors. For younger readers:] Was a Rat!; Count Karlstein; Two Crafty Criminals; Spring-Heeled
Jack,andThe Scarecrow and His Servant.For older readers: the Sally Lockhart quartet: The Ruby in the Smoke, The
Shadow in the North, The Tiger in the Well,andThe Tin Princess; The White Mercedes, andThe Broken Bridge.Philip
Pullman livesin Oxford, England. To learn more, please visit philip-pullman.com and hisdarkmaterials.com. Or
follow him on Twitter at @PhilipPullman.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.Prefacel began to
write this novel with little sense of the plot, even less notion of the theme, and only the vaguest idea of the characters.
I'm convinced that that's the way to do it. | tried to work out the plan of anovel once, when | was young, ahead of
writing it. It was an excellent plan. It took me months and covered page after page, and in the end | was so fed up with
the damn thing | threw it away and started a quite different novel with no preparation at all, which came out much
better. | suppose these things are partly temperamental; | know that some excellent writers make a great thing of
planning every book before they writeit; but it doesn't work for me.One thing such a technique preventsis what |
think every long book must have if I'm not to go mad writing it, and that's the element of surprise. | had no idea what
lorek Byrnison, the armoured bear, would say when Lyrafirst came face to face with him. His vulnerability to strong
drink was a huge surprise. | knew there was going to be a boy called Will, but his reason for running away and thus
meeting Lyrawas a complete mystery to me until it happened. Asfor Lee Scoresby, | was as ignorant of his existence
as the gyptians themselves the sentence before he turned up. These surprises are pleasant and exciting; they feel like a
kind of reward. If | knew they were coming | wouldn't enjoy them at all.In the first sentence above, | mentioned
something | called the theme. By that | mean what the book is about, in some fundamental sense. I've heard that some
writers decide on atheme first, and then make up some characters and a plot to exemplify it. They seem to get on all
right, but again, it wouldn't work for me. A book, especially along book like His Dark Materials, has to have some
sort of theme, or else you'll be working for along time (this story took me seven years) in amoral vacuum. But that
doesn't mean you have to decide what the themeis. If you're working as serioudly as you know how to, for a matter of
years, then atheme will emerge whether you want it to or not. It'll be something you think very important. It might be



the most important thing you know. Once you know what it is, you can shape the story more precisely to help it show
up, but it's amistake to rely on the theme to lead the story for you. | think | did that in a couple of placesin this book,
and it'sthe worse for it. But there we are, we're never too old to learn. Next time | shall remember: the story should
lead, and the theme will emerge in its own time and its own way. Besides, if you want to write something perfect,
write ahaiku. Anything longer is bound to have afew passages that don't work as well as they might.So here is a story
that was the best | could do at the time, written with al the power and al the love | had, about the things | think most
important in the world. | think it was worth writing. | hope you think it's worth reading.Philip Pullman



