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Jim Widess : Gourd Pyrography  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Gourd Pyrography: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Well written, informative and lovely to look at.By kimmiegThis 
book is inspiring! It if full of gorgeous color photos of gourd pyrography from a number of different artists, along with 
notes regarding the techniques used in the examples. The intro and section on gourd prep work basics is excellent and 
the book also features a few step by step lessons employing multiple pictures. It's not only a thorough and easy to 
follow instructional manual, it is beautiful, too.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Not what I 
expectedBy Cheryl SavageauI'd been told that this was the book to get on pyrography. But it gave very limited 
instruction. You can get better instructions online. I found a lot of the gourds unexceptional, or downright ugly. I do 
not recommend this book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Seems to be very detailedBy Kindle 
CustomerHave not tried any of the suggestions yet. But the book is very informative with detail to someone like 
myself that has never even thought of doing anything to a gourd. Happened to plant a bunch for a family member 
thinking that family member 'did' gourds. She does not. Stuck with a bunch of gourds now so decided to see what 
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damage I could do. Going to try the burning and also ink coloring. Looks interesting.

Painted with fire, pyrographed gourds have existed for years, but modern tools and solid-state woodburning systems 
have made fine detailing simpler than ever. So inspiring that it will have you wishing you had sown seeds for gourds 
last spring....offers readers step-by-step instructions on how to create works of art.Cleveland Plain Dealer. 
Recommended for large art instruction and craft collections.Library Journal. 

From Library JournalGourd pyrography is a fancy phrase for the folk art of using heat to carve and scorch gourds. 
These beautiful objects are found in Nigeria, Kenya, Mali, Ghana, Senegal, China, Peru, Mexico, New Guinea, and the 
South Pacific. Early methods, involving fire and burning coals, have been superseded by modern tools and solid-state 
wood-burning systems. Here, four artists walk us through several projects using basic techniques, applying butterfly, 
floral, and geometric designs to pear-shaped gourds. Another project features a frog among blades of grass, 
surrounded by a salamander border. With pyrography pen charts, a list of supply sources, and a stunning gallery of 
works by 50 artists, this work-the author's third on gourd craft-is recommended for large art instruction and craft 
collections. Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc. So inspiring that it will have you wishing you had sown 
seeds for gourds last spring.Cleveland Plain Dealer 


