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12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Gem Id made easyBy Bruce ArgallA good reference and learning 
tool. Not so easy, but it will help greatly with my lapidary work. Up to date and includes the latest gem altering 
techniques. A must if you are investing in quality gems0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great 
resource for gemstonesBy LucychasI collect gemstones and Matlins has always been a great resource. I have previous 
editions of this book and the information in this book is up to date with some of the new gem finds. Definitely 
recommend to anyone who is interested in working with gemstones... at any level.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Overall, great book for the priceBy CustomerThis is a very informative book. I am a beginner, just 
starting out in buy and selling gems and I have learned so much already. It goes over proper tools and give an in depth 
to each one. It allows you to decide which tools are right for you. It also has colored picture of real and fake gems to 
give you some idea what certain inclusions look like.

New, revised, expanded edition of the first and only book of its kind. Covers the latest gems, synthetics, treatments, 
and instruments. Easy to use. Practical. Non-technical. Shows how to identify diamonds, colored gemstones, and 
pearls, and separate them from fakes and look-alikes. Explains what instruments are needed, how to use them, where 
to get them, and what should be seen for each gemstone.No science background necessary.Faster than you can 
imagine, anyone can learn to identify most of the gems and imitations found in the marketplace. This practical volume 
is the key to avoiding costly mistakes and recognizing profitable opportunities. Essential reading for collectors, 
investors, jewelry lovers, hobbyists, jewelers, antique dealers, and gemology students. With this highly accessible 
guide, anyone can begin to master gem identification.Selected Contents:Setting up a basic lab.Description of Each 
Instrument: What It Will Show How to Use It.Dark Field Loupe - Synthetic Emerald Filters - Immersion Cell - 
Synthetic Diamond Detector - Loupe - Chelsea Filter - Electronic Diamond Tester - Refractometer - Ultraviolet 
Lamp - Microscope - Spectroscope - Polariscope - DichroscopeWhat to Look For, Gem by GemAntique Estate 
Jewelry - The True Test for the Gem Detective.Dyeing - Composite Stones - Foil Backing - SubstitutionsAppendices: 
Charts and Tables of Gemstone Properties, Schools, Laboratories, and more.

From Library JournalFocusing on gemology as a science rather than a fine art, the authors have written an honest and 
straightforward book that lays the groundwork for identifying gemstones in an easy-to-read-and-understand volume. 
They outline useful information on setting up a lab, securing proper lighting, and identifying the essential and optional 
instruments used in successful gem identification. They also explain how to identify the myriad inclusions and 
blemishes found in natural and synthetic gemstones and devote a section to enhancement techniques found in antique 
and estate jewelry. Recommended.- Stephen Allan Patrick, East Tennessee State Univ. Lib., Johnson CityCopyright 
1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.About the Author Antoinette L. Matlins, P.G., is an internationally respected 
gem and jewelry expert, author, and lecturer. Her books are widely used throughout the world by consumers and 
professionals in the gem and jewelry field alike. A popular media guest, she has been seen on ABC, CBS, NBC, and 
CNN, educating consumers about gems and jewelry and exposing fraud. In addition, Matlins is active in the gem 
trade.Antonio Bonanno, F.G.A., P.G., A.S.A., was one of America's most distinguished gemologists. For over 40 years 
he was President of National Gem Appraising Laboratory and Director of Columbia School of Gemology in Silver 
Spring, Maryland. 


