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Janet Edmonds : From Print to Stitch: Tips and Techniques for Hand-Printing and Stitching on Fabric  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised From Print to Stitch: Tips and 
Techniques for Hand-Printing and Stitching on Fabric: 

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Exuberant and inspiringBy Sheilah. BockettI purchased a copy of 
Janet Edmonds' "From Print to Stitch" (which focuses on fibre art) even though I am an abstract artist using acrylics, 
collage elements and mixed media. I wanted a creative boost as well as new ways to use simple printmaking. I was not 
disappointed. The concepts in this book can be applied in so many ways.The author's guide to taking inspiration from 
our environment (i.e seeing the possibilities with new eyes) and developing the design, through to translating it into an 
art work in our chosen medium could apply to any art form. In this case it is fibre art, but it could be applied to any 
creative medium you wish. In fact, you are limited only by your imagination. (The artist Robert Forman uses yarn and 
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pigment on his canvases to great effect.) Janet Edmonds covers the basics of printmaking already addressed in many 
other books, but applies these basics in new ways that are unusual but very attractive.Far from simply being 'eye 
candy' the richly coloured illustrations show new patterns and combinations that provide inspiration for taking the 
ideas further. Janet Edmonds uses a pallette well outside the conventional one, but this only makes her colour 
combinations all the more vibrant and alive. (Sometimes as artists we tend to get stuck in the same old palette we've 
used for a long time.) As for achieving texture, the author's ideas go well beyond the ordinary. Some of Edmonds' 
examples also have stitched elements that are three dimensional and are quite exciting in the way they alter the 
structure of the fabric.If you need a creative boost, whatever your art medium, this book is both practical and 
inspiring.20 of 20 people found the following review helpful. a nice overview but lacks detail information that 
beginners will wantBy Sue BThis latest book by Janet Edmonds focusses creating original fabrics using printmaking 
and stitching techniques. The book opens with a very brief overview of tools and materials (a bit too brief for 
beginners in this reviewers opinion especially on the subject of appropriate paints to use on fabric) and then moves 
right into how to develop your own patterns and motifs to create your own design for printing with. Drawing 
inspiration from things such as items on a shelf, a piece of cloth from India, patterns in a rock face and believe it or not 
a beetle the author explains how each can be used to create an image for printing with. After a brief discussion about 
color she moves into printing techniques including:Block printing: Making card and foam blocks and using them to 
print on paper and fabric and carving eraser blocks.Lino and soft cut lino printing: cutting, printing and creating 
texture with them.Monoprinting: creating texture and line and using resistsUsing found objects: potato prints, washers, 
cardboard and collagraph printing and more.Beginners to these techniques will find easy to understand directions and 
full color photographic illustrations.Once you've created your printed cloth it's time to embellish it with stitch and 
readers will find plenty of inspirational eye candy in the examples shown in the stitch gallery at the end of the book. 
Janet talks about and shows examples of her favorite hand stitches used in the pieces in the gallery but there are no 
detail instructions included on how to actually create the stitches so readers will have to consult other texts for that.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Generally a good referenceBy M. HagboGood book for most uses but 
expected a bit more.

This hands-on guide focuses on print as a means of getting color and pattern on fabric and embellishing and enhancing 
the design with stitch. With detailed, step-by-step demonstrations paired with numerous examples of the artists 
workstitched samples as well as three-dimensional designsthis reference makes a practical sourcebook suited for all 
skill levels. Taking crafters from the initial idea and the development of a theme to designing and making a block and 
creating pattern on paper, the guide ranges from how to make a stamp to the stitches that may be used to enhance a 
design. Block, soft-cut lino, mono, and collagraph printing are among the techniques surveyed, and the guides stitch 
library shows the range of available machine and hand stitches.

Dec 10 This book looks at the use of printing in creating a background for stitch. It is divided into three sections - the 
introduction, printing and stitching. The introduction takes you through the usual things that you need to know before 
starting out (materials and tools) but also spends quite a lot of time looking at concepts of design. It is clearly set out 
into five examples of how a design aesthetic can be achieved; I found it really useful, especially as the rest of the book 
was taking you through more practical aspects of creating. This gives you a good grounding for getting to the point 
where you can start working (especially if the thought of being creative is daunting). There are suggestions and 
examples of how to make a motif from things around you (such as crockery on a shelf) to things you might have seen 
when out and about (inspiring photographs that we all have would come in useful here). Each example that Janet gives 
takes a different approach and is a good foundation for the work that follows. The book gets very interesting once we 
get to the Printing section. We are taken through nearly all of the methods of printing that you could think of, from 
blocks through monoprints to collographs, and there are fully illustrated instructions on how to make and use each one. 
What I particularly liked here was the volume of designs that are illustrated. You get a good idea of designs that suit 
each form of printing and in how many ways you can create a good pattern. Also explored in this section are ways of 
creating line, texture, mixing colour and using resists, so it's all here, and presented in a very user friendly manner. The 
section on Stitching is covered mainly by illustration. It isn't a manual of stitches, though there are some descriptions 
of the stitches used. There are galleries of stitches as examples interspersed with stitching shown on finished printed 
pieces, both two- and three-dimensional. It is particularly useful to see how your printed piece can be enhanced and 
finished with stitch. The book fits together very well, and you can see the progression from start to finish as a good 
way of incorporating the printed surface into textile work. Workshop On The Web Dec 10 "From Print To Stitch" by 
Janet Edmonds, published by Search Press - is one of those books that you know you will be returning to time and 
time again. If you love cloth and love to print and stitch (as the title says) then this is a book that should be in your 
library. Ms. Edmonds previously published book was called was called "Beginners Guide to Embroidered Boxes" and 
now I am afraid that I have to get this one too - her work is so exciting. The contents page of "From Print To Stitch" is 
a good introduction to fabulous techniques that lurk within the book's pages. She thoroughly covers materials and 



tools, how to develop a theme in your work and a short but very well done lesson on color and color theory. The next 
section is on printing and the topics include: block printing, lino cuts, mono printing and how to make great 
impressions from found objects. Naturally the next section is about stitching. Hand stitching and machine stitching. 
One of my favorite sections in this part of the book is her gallery of hand stitches. Lots of grist for the artistic mill in 
here. The techniques for working with lino, sponges and a host of other easily found printing methods are thoroughly 
explained and photographed with step-by-step instructions. In this section of the book I am especially fond her use of 
collagraph prints and I am eager to give this a try. The author describes collagraph as "made from a block that is 
created from low tech collaged material". Can you spell play day?! This book is just chock full of really fun techniques 
that are bound to spark your creativity and give your many hours of fun - you may not look at plain cloth in the same 
way again. Yes. I am really enjoying this excellent book! This book is one of those "must have" addition to your 
library if you are a textile enthusiast of any sort! booksbythewillowtree.blogspot.com Dec 10 Janet's inspirational how-
to-do-it book, with sumptuous colour photography and detailed step-by-step instructions covers every aspect of the 
subject. Chapters on materials, tools, colour and design are followed by a comprehensive section on several different 
types of printing, concluding with a stitch glossary for both hand and machine. Packed with information this is highly 
recommended as a must-have volume for all textile students; the more experienced crafter will be inspired to 
experiment and push the boundaries to bring a new dimension to their work. East Kent Embroiderers' Guild Dec 10 
Make your mark in your own inimitable way on fabric with the aid of this book. Then, when you have done so adorn 
your work with stitches and make it into a one-of-a-kind top fashion item. If there is one thing better than a good 
paperback it is surely a good hardback and this is one of Search Press' rare examples. It shows the reader that print 
making is not just for professionals with an array of expensive equipment but can easily be attempted with excellent 
results at home. Make lino cuts, monoprints, carve erasers, texturize foam and all other kinds of comparatively 
ordinary things (including the humble potato) and use them to make your prints. Discover where to get ideas from and 
how to adapt them (often the hardest part of all) and what types of paint or ink to use for best results. Then embellish 
the printed fabric with all kinds of fairly easy stitches (this is not a book on fancy embroidery, just stitchery) by hand 
or machine. There are lots of examples of work, including those taken from an idea and seen through from sketch to 
finished item which is sure to inspire. Those more taken with the abstract than the representational will particularly be 
impressed as most of the examples are more in that style. If this is not your taste at least this is a good way to learn 
how to make prints inexpensively and often fairly quickly then have more fun with them later. A very useful book for 
anybody interested in the fiber arts. Myshelf.com Oct 10 Janet's inspirational how-to-do-it book, with sumptuous 
colour photography and detailed step-by-step instructions covers every aspect of the subject. Chapters on materials, 
tools, colour and design are followed by a comprehensive section on several different types of printing, concluding 
with a stitch glossary for both hand and machine. Packed with information this is highly recommended as a must-have 
volume for all textile students; the more experienced crafter will be inspired to experiment and push the boundaries to 
bring a new dimension to their work. East Kent Embroiderers' GuildAbout the AuthorJanet Edmonds is an embroidery 
instructor and theauthor of Beginner's Guide to Embroidered Boxes. 


