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Perspective (Amsterdam University Press - IMISCOE Research):

Debates on immigrant integration often center on national models of integration, a concept that reflects the desire of
both researchers and policy makersto find common ground. This book challenges the idea that there has ever been a
coherent or consistent Dutch model of integration and asserts that though Dutch society has long been seen as
exemplary for its multiculturalismand argues that the incorporation of migrants remains one of the countrys most
pressing social and political concerns. In addition to an analysis of how immigration is framed and reframed through
diverse dialogues, the author provides a highly dynamic overview of integration policy and its evolution alongside
migration research.

-Thisisby far the best analysis of Dutch integration policies |'ve ever seen. Scholten convincingly explains three
puzzles: how national policy frames change over time, how such changes affect gaps between national and local levels
and therole of research. A landmark in policy analysis. [-]-- Rinus Penninx, Coordinator, IMISCOE Research
Network[-][-]-Scholten provides a fascinating account of the role of research in Dutch integration policy. His analysis
dispels the myth of a uniform 'Dutch model' and offers compelling new insights about the role of research in policy. [-
]-- ChristinaBoswell, Senior Lecturer, University of Edinburgh.[-][-]-Scholten's structural-constructivist approach -
which fundamentally critiques the national models thinking that has influenced the field for so long - offers an
innovative understanding of how integration policies emerged in the last 40 years not only in the Netherlands but in
other Western European countries. Utterly convincing. [-]--Leo Lucassen, Institute for History, Leiden University[-][-
]"Anintriguing and well-grounded book. Particularly noteworthy findings emerge from Scholten's international
comparison of technocracy, multiculturalism, de-institutionalisation, the welfare state, the politicisation of migration
issues and their subsequent assimilative turn."[-]-- Elke Winter, Assistant Professor of Sociology, University of
Ottawa[-][-]About the AuthorPeter Scholten is assistant professor of public policy and politics at Erasmus University
Rotterdam.



